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Single Page Applications

• Single Page Applications have the browser/client do the heavy lifting in a 

web application: The server just provides the data while the client does the 

logic and rendering



AJAX
AJAX = Asynchronous JavaScript And XML.

• AJAX is not a programming language.

• AJAX just uses a combination of:

– A browser built-in XMLHttpRequest object (to request data from a web server)

– JavaScript and HTML DOM (to display or use the data)

• AJAX is a misleading name. AJAX applications might use XML to transport 

data, but it is equally common to transport data as plain text or JSON text.

• AJAX allows web pages to be updated asynchronously by exchanging data 

with a web server behind the scenes. This means that it is possible to 

update parts of a web page, without reloading the whole page.



Application Architectures



Pros and Cons

Pros

• Less load on the server, able to respond to more clients.

• A more responsive client. No need to wait for server responses.

• Genuine separation between content and presentation.

Cons

• Longer load time, first up. A lot of JS has to be transferred.

• SEO can be a problem. Robots won’t crawl js.

• Navigation can be an issue.



MVC vs MVVM


